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[Abstract:] Writes to ask why the stars on our coins are made with six points... 


Mayville, N.Y. 
(Chautauqua County) 


Dear Sir: 


The Tuesday Club of Mayville, of which I am a member has authorized me to write you, 
and ask if you could inform us why on our coins — the stars representing the 13 original states, 
are always made with 6 points, instead of 5, as stars are usually made. 


We notice that on the reverse side of coins — above the eagle — the stars have five points. 
Some one suggests that the difference is made to catch counterfeit coins &c. We would be much 
gratified for a word from you on the subject. 


Very truly yours, 
Mrs. A.W. Tourger 


To the Superintendent of Philadelphia Mint. 
[Enclosed note: ] 
No. 18. Treasury Department 


The stars on all the U.S. Coins from the commencement of our coinage to 1891 have six 
points. The new half dollars and quarters since 1892 have six-pointed stars on the obverse, and 
five pointed stars on the reverse. Same as the United States coat of arms. 


It is said, that when Col. George Ross and General Washington visited Mrs. Betsy Ross 
and asked her to make the flag, she said “I don’t know whether I can, but I'll try”, and directly 
suggested to the gentlemen that the design was wrong, in that the stars were six cornered 
(pointed) and not five cornered as they should be, this was corrected, and the alteration made. 
And hence the fine pointed have been continued on our flag. 


